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LIVED EXPERIENCES
Third generation migrant farmworker who worked in agriculture from the age of
seven until the very day I left for the university. 

Gabino Martinez - Grandfather: Bracero Program 1940's & 1950's

Moises & Margarita martinez - Parents: 1960's - Present

Jose L. martinez & 7 Brothers - 1980's & 1990's

my family has been a part of the migrant farmworker stream in the United states
for more than eight decades.



MORE THAN 100 YEARS OF EXCLUSION & STRUGGLE

1913: US Department of
Labor becomes an official
cabinet position.

1935 – National Labor Relations Act 
             (FARMWOKERS EXCLUDED)
*Reason for Exclusion: A political
compromise because Democrats in the
south, which represented farmers, did
not want the protections extended to
their mostly African American workers. 

1938 – Fair Labor
Standards Act
(Farmworkers excluded:
until 1966 ***)
Guaranteed minimum
wage to all workers,
established a 40 hour
work week/overtime, and
required all employers to
keep accurate pay
records. 

***some farmworkers
included in 1966.

1971 - Folgueras v. Hassle, 331 F.
Supp. 615 (W.D. Mich.) found that
farmworkers had the basic
rights of tenants whether they
paid rent or not and could
bring anyone they wanted into
labor camps.

2021 – U.S. Supreme Court
reverses this and finds that
migrant labor camps are private
property of the ranchers and
now illegal for unions to speak
with farmworkers in labor
camps. 

present day exclusions

in many ways, farmworkers
continue to fight for many
of the same things that they
were fighting for more than
100 years ago. 

1903: One of the first
documented farmworker
strikes in Oxnard, CA.
Japanese-Mexican Labor
Association.

1940's Dr. Ernesto
Galarza: One of the
original national voices
for farmworkers.
(Activist & Author)

1942-1964: Bracero
Program: National
Agriculture Guest
Worker Program. 

1900 – 1975 El Cortito/El
Brazo del Diablo – Short
Handle Hoe used with
peak usage during the
Bracero Program.
Outlawed in 1975. 

1960: Harvest of Shame –
Aired Thanksgiving Night
and brought national
attention to plight of
farmworkers. Catalyst
for creation of many
programs and offices. 

1965-1970: Delano Grape
Boycotts. Another
moment that brought
national attention to
plight of migrant
farmworkers. 

Present Day Struggles
Coalition  of
immokalee workers
Farm Labor
Organizing Committee
United farm workers
Association of
Farmworker
opportunities
program
Basta: prevent sexual
harrassment in
agriculture



MUCHAS
GRACIAS

jose.martinez67@utrgv.edu
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