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These two sections, as well as the full text, come from the denomination’s website:  
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/the-social-community#immigrants.  
 
“Rights of Immigrants”: 
 
“We recognize, embrace, and affirm all persons, regardless of country of origin, as members of 
the family of God. We affirm the right of all persons to equal opportunities for employment, 
access to housing, health care, education, and freedom from social discrimination. We urge the 
Church and society to recognize the gifts, contributions, and struggles of those who are 
immigrants and to advocate for justice for all. 
 
“Rural Life”: 
 
“We support the right of persons and families to live and prosper as farmers, farm workers, 
merchants, professionals, and others outside of the cities and metropolitan centers. We believe 
our culture is impoverished and our people deprived of a meaningful way of life when rural and 
small-town living becomes difficult or impossible. We recognize that the improvement of this 
way of life may sometimes necessitate the use of some lands for nonagricultural purposes. We 
oppose the indiscriminate diversion of agricultural land for nonagricultural uses when 
nonagricultural land is available. Further, we encourage the preservation of appropriate lands for 
agriculture and open space uses through thoughtful land use programs. We support governmental 
and private programs designed to benefit the resident farmer rather than the factory farm and 
programs that encourage industry to locate in nonurban areas. 
 


