


NFWM BOARD MEETS FARM WORKERS IN WASHINGTON STATE 
 

Visit encompasses the scope of farm worker experience:  
Struggle  -  Success  -  Partnership 

 

 

NFWM Board members heard from 
Pastor Mejia and Martin Rios, two UFW 
workers from the Chateau St. Michelle 
Winery who are on the negotiating 
committee.  The UFW is currently nego-
tiating its third contract with the win-
ery. The contracts establish fair wages 
and health care benefits and mark a vic-
tory for workers and NFWM, which 
actively supported a boycott of the win-
ery resulting in the first contract in 1995.  
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From NFWM’s Executive Director  
 

NFWM Board and staff met in Wash-
ington State one weekend this June. 
We traveled over the mountains to 
Yakima on Saturday to meet with 
farm workers – a distance of 120 
miles.  But the range of issues we 
covered that day with both farm 
workers and growers was far greater. 
 
Struggle, success, partnership: as 
farm worker supporters, we are 
privileged to be a part of many dif-
ferent kinds of campaigns that effect 
real change in people’s lives. As peo-
ple of faith, we bring to the table 
both the weight of a moral voice and 
the power of access to a constituency 
of consumers.  It is a role that we are 
proud to be given; a role that always 
challenges us to do better in living 
up to it. 

Success ... 

Three workers from a 
large corporate dairy, 
Roberto Esparza, 
Renee Morales,   Julio 
Sepulveda, and Erik 
Nicholson, UFW Di-
rector of Organizing, 
WA State, spoke with 
the NFWM Board members about 
worker abuse and refusal of man-
agement to hear worker grievances. 
The dairy, Threemile Canyon Farms 
in eastern Oregon, was established 
on state land three years ago with 
the help of $30 million in state 
bonds. It has as many as 13,000 
head of cattle. 
 
Workers complain of having to 
work while sick, laboring long 
hours without getting paid for all 
their time and dangerous working 
conditions. The workers are seeking 

representation by the UFW; how-
ever, union supporters are being 
harassed.  
 
The workers, who were meeting the 
Ministry for the first time, were 
very moved that people from 
throughout the country cared 
enough about what was happening 
to them in rural Oregon to come 
learn more firsthand.  

  

ACT: ACT: ACT: Call on agri-industrialist & 
dairy co-owner, R.D. Offutt to nego-
tiate with the UFW. Log on to 
www.ufw.org. 
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Struggle ... 

Dan Dufault is one of ten Washing-
ton apple growers currently par-
ticipating in WAFTA, Washington 
Fair Trade Agriculture Campaign.  
WAFTA is an effort to create, with 
consumer support, greater coop-
eration among and protection for 
all participants in the agricultural 
marketplace, including farm work-

ers and family farmers. His poign-
ant presentation to NFWM Board 
members outlined the difficulties 
small apple growers face due to 
unfair pricing practices and the 
demands of the global economy. 
Speaking with him is Maria 
Cuevas, Grower Relations Coordi-
nator  for WAFTA. 

Partnership ... 
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NFWM has two  
new ways  

to give  

  Donate on-line at www.NFWM.org 
 

  Direct Deposit a regular pledge   
 See enclosed letter for details. 

  
 PLEASE BOYCOTT:   
 
 
 

    Mt. Olive Pickles 
    Taco Bell 
   Pictsweet mushrooms & frozen vegetables 

 
 
 
 

 
SUPPORT FARM WORKERS - LOOK FOR UNION PRODUCTS! 

 

Check our web site www.nfwm.org or contact our office for a listing of  
union label products and for a handy WALLET SIZE SHOPPING GUIDE. 

The National Farm Worker  
Ministry (NFWM)  

 

is an interfaith organization 
whose purpose is to support 

farm workers as they  
organize for justice,  

empowerment and equality.  
Forty national denomina-

tions, religious orders, state 
councils of churches and 

local support groups  
make up the core  

membership of NFWM.  
 

NFWM has offices in  
Miami, FL,  
Deland, FL,  

Durham, NC,  
Seattle, WA,  
Delano, CA,   

Portland, OR.   
 

Visit our web site for contact 
information for each of our 
state offices, or contact us 

at our national office: 
NFWM 

438 N. Skinker Blvd,  
St. Louis, MO 63130 

Office: 314-726-6470  
Fax: 314-726-6427 

nfwm@nfwm.org 
 

Executive Director:   
Virginia Nesmith 

 

News & Views Editors:  
Susan Alan  
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