&2 TACO BELL &
FAIR FOOD, NOT JUST FAST FOOD

In April of 2001, the Coalition of Immokalee Workers (CIW) in Florida
called for a nation-wide boycott of Taco Bell restaurants.
During the past 13 months, the boycott has gained strength,
not only from churches and farm labor organizing committees,
but also from a growing number of young people.

TACO BELL TRUTH TOUR

On February 28, CIW launched the
fifteen-city, cross-country Taco Bell
Truth Tour to raise awareness about
the boycott and the sweatshop condi-
tions faced by farm workers. The
Tour began in Tampa, Florida and
ended on March 10 at Taco Bell’s cor-
porate headquarters in Irvine, Califor-
nia, where 1500 demonstrators gath-
ered.

There were two buses, filled with
workers and about 20 support folks.
The groups at the events included
church members, student groups,
unions, environmentalists, and politi-
cal groups. The street theater was
written on the buses and polished up
with each performance. Despite bus
breakdowns, snow and freezing tem-
peratures, the attitude was positive
and the workers dedicated. The trip
was quite an undertaking and a great
success. ~ - Roberta Perry
Southeast Area Director

Bert Perry addresses demonstrators at
Tricon Shareholders Meeting in Louisville.
Lf - Stephen Bartlett, Agricultural Missions.
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Rt - Edie Rasell, UCC Justice & Witnhess Min.

TACO BELL BOYCOTT SUMMARY

CIW has been asking for over two years now to meet with
Taco Bell representatives to discuss the working and living
conditions of the farm workers who pick Taco Bell’s toma-
toes. Taco Bell is a major customer of Six L’s Packing Co.
based in Immokalee, Florida, one of the nations largest

producers of tomatoes.

Workers are paid 40 cents for every 32-pound bucket they

UCC USING SHAREHOLDER
STRATEGY WITH TACO BELL

The Tricon Working Group is cur-
rently pursuing a shareholder strat-
egy with Tricon Corp. in support of
the Coalition of Immokalee Workers
and their campaign to improve condi-
tions for the workers in the tomato
fields of Florida. The Tricon Working
Group consists of Trillium Asset
Management, the United Church of
Christ’s (UCC) Office of Corporate
Social Responsibility, and Center for
Reflection Education and Action, Inc.
Tricon is the parent company of Taco
Bell.

The shareholder resolution process
provides the Working Group, as in-
vestors in the corporation, with the
opportunity to win access to and
commitment from key corporate deci-
sion-makers who have the power to
affect desired change. In this case, put
pressure on one of Taco Bell’s major
suppliers, Six L’s Packaging Com-
pany of Immokalee, to negotiate with
its workers.

Edie Rasel, NFWM Board member
representing the UCC Justice and Wit-
ness Ministries, is involved in this
process. She was active in organizing
an information demonstration at Tri-
con’s Annual Shareholders meeting in
Louisville, KY on May 16*. The dem-
onstration drew protestors from more
than five states, including a bus load
of Immokalee workers and supporters
from Florida. The cry of the day was,
“Fair Food, Not Just Fast Food.” ~

over $5 billion.

STUDENTS ACTIVE IN
FARM WORKER ORGANIZING

A growing number of students from
around the country are involved in
farm worker struggles. Young people
are a vital and vibrant component of
every one of the major boycott cam-
paigns, through groups such as Stu-
dent Action with Farmworkers, United
Students Against Sweatshops and Stu-
dent Farmworker Alliance.

Students were called by their con-
sciences and a recognition of their
power as consumers to get involved
in campaigns against sweatshop con-
ditions in the apparel industry (recall
Nike boycotts). They are now mak-
ing their voices heard and their ac-
tions felt to right the injustices in the
sweatshops in the fields.

Students were instrumental in getting
NORPAC products removed from
campus food-services, which put sig-
nificant pressure on the company to
agree to negotiate with PCUN in Ore-
gon. Students at Duke University in
North Carolina were largely respon-
sible for the University’s decision to
endorse the Mt. Olive boycott and
they are active in the state on behalf
of FLOC.

As Taco Bell's target market, young
people were major participants in the
Truth Tour and are active around the
country and through their “Boot the
Bell” campaign, their effort to remove
Taco Bell products and franchises
from universities and high schools
nationwide. ~

pick, the same “piece rate” paid in 1978. Workers must
pick and haul 2 tons of tomatoes to make $50 in a day.
Taco Bell, on the other hand, reports annual earnings of

CIW is asking Taco Bell to pay Six L’s JUST one penny
more per pound of tomatoes, and pass that increase on

directly to the workers. The increase would double the
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piece rate for the pickers.



IN TRIBUTE

NFWM Board members and staff who met last
month in Santa Barbara took time out one morn-
ing to remember long time friends of the farm
worker organizing struggle who had recently
passed away. Reflecting on the activist lives of
Chris Bergtholdt, Luana Boutilier, Msgr. George
Higgins, and Rev. Augie VandenBosche reminds
us that perseverance is needed if we are to find
justice. So many of those who were active with the
farm workers in the early years remained so
throughout their lifetimes.

The farm worker movement is just that - a move-
ment. Augie, Chris, George, and Luana have
passed on; and while we are saddened by the
deaths of our friends — we can be heartened know-
ing that there are growing numbers of young peo-
ple taking up the cause of justice for workers, fol-
lowing in the steady and creative path already
worn by those we now mourn.

¥ Rev. August H. VandenBosche

On March 6, 2002, Augie VandenBosche suc-
cumbed after a valiant struggle with stomach
and liver cancer. He was a Presbyterian pas-
tor, great advocate for farmworker justice
here in Florida, and director of Florida Chris-
tian Migrant Ministry from 1968-1975.

Augie was a mainstay of Florida Christian
Migrant Ministry, always advocating with
the cheerful, innovative approach that was
uniquely his. He played a big role in the
transition to Farm Worker Ministry in 1971-
73. Moving from charity to advocacy, from
service to justice, was not an easy message to
deliver then or now. It was particularly de-
manding in Florida. Augie took a big part of
that burden. He was a major help to new
Ministry and union staff. Every current or
former Florida staffer I contacted expressed
how much Augie had helped them when
they came to Florida. Even in retirement he
was a key player in obtaining a major be-
quest for NFWM and helping cultivate con-
tacts for Florida staff.

He was a genuine churchman and a friend,
sometimes a very funny one. Seeing the
challenge and feeling called to meet it - that
was the Augie we knew and cherished. That
is the Augie we will remember in gratitude.

-Sam Trickey, Board President

% Luana Boutilier

On March 29, 2002, Good Friday, Luana
Boutilier, wife of NFWM Board member
Gene Boutilier, died at age 64 after a life-
time of coping with multiple brain disor-
ders. Luana was an accomplished artist and
social activist. She served the farm workers
along with Gene through NFWM and the
UFW in the early 60’s and 70’s. Luana was
also an active volunteer for the causes of
peace, civil rights, labor, mental health, Na-
tive American, immigration and women's
issues. She will be remembered by many for
her sustained demonstration of humor,
grace, and love in the face of adversity.

¥ Chris D. Bergtholdt

Chris Bergtholdt died on January 20, 2002 at
the age of 95. In the late 1950’s, Chris gave
up farming because he could no longer af-
ford to pay farm workers a living wage. He
joined other church folks on the picket line
in Delano, became a member of the Califor-
nia Migrant Ministry Commission and sup-
ported all UFW strikes and boycotts. Chris
and his wife, Carol, remained courageous
witnesses for farm worker justice.

- Chris Hartmire, Executive Committee

¥ Monsignor George Higgins

Msgr. George Higgins passed away on May
1, 2002. Msgr. Higgins was a long-time,
faithful servant in the cause of Worker Jus-
tice and a true friend of farm workers.
UFW President Arturo Rodriguez said of
him, “ During a remarkable career that
spanned much of the latter part of the 20t
century, Msgr. Higgins served as a key
bridge between America’s labor and reli-
gious communities. He challenged both the
trade union movement and the clergy to live
up to their highest ideals by ceaselessly ad-
vocating for the poorest and most defense-
less workers in our country. During good
times and bad, there was no greater cham-
pion of Cesar Chavez and the farm workers
cause than Msgr. Higgins. He was by Ce-
sar’s side at the UFW’s greatest triumphs
and during its darkest days.”
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The National Farm Worker
Ministry (NFWM) is an interfaith
organization whose purpose
is to support farm workers as
they organize for justice,
empowerment and equality.
Forty national denominations,
religious orders, state councils
of churches and local support
groups make up the core
membership of NFWM.

National Farm
Worker Ministry
Offices and Staff

National Office

St. Louis, MO
438 N. Skinker Blvd,
St. Louis, MO 63130
Office: 314-726-6470

Fax: 314-726-6427
Email: nfwm@aol.org

Website: www.nfwm.org

Virginia Nesmith, Exec. Director
VNesmithNFWM@aol.com
Administrative Staff:
Susan Alan - NFWM@aol.com
Emily Brotherton
NFWMinistry@aol.com

California Office

Francisca Olvera, OLVM
PO Box 130 - 30168 Garces Hwy
Delano, CA 93216

Chicago Office
816 Marengo Ave.
Forest Park, IL 60130
Office: 708-366-1365
Fax: 708-366-6965
Veronica Meneses
VMenesesNFWM@aol.com

Florida Office

P.O. Box 1589
Deland, FL 32721
Office: 386-738-2269
Fax: 386-738-4608
Roberta Perry
BPerryNFWM@aol.com

North Carolina Office
c/o ERUUF
4907 Garret Rd
Durham, NC 27707
Office: 919-489-4485
Fax: 919-489-9149
Lori Fernald Khamala
LKhamalaNFWM@aol.com

Oregon Office
Oregon Farm Worker Ministry
PO Box 1059
Woodburn, OR 97071
Office: 503-990-0611
Steven Witte
OFWM@earthlink.net

Editors: Susan Alan,

Emily Brotherton, Virginia Nesmith.
This newsletter is published
twice a year by the
National Farm Worker Ministry.



“FIX OUR IMMIGRATION LAWS NOW” CAMPAIGN

The National Farm Worker Minis-
try (NFWM) has joined with the
United Farm Workers and other
labor and community organizations
across the U.S. in a major grassroots
initiative to put immigration reform
back on the agenda of Congress and
President Bush. On May 15, 2002,
press conferences were held in 30
cities to announce the nationwide
campaign, Reward Work: Fix Our
Immigration Laws Now, to collect one
million postcards to be presented to
the President in Washington this
Fall.

Hundreds of thousands of immi-
grant workers labor daily to put
food on our tables, care for our chil-
dren and elderly, wash our dishes,
and clean our offices. Hard-
working, tax-paying immigrants
should not have to live in fear that

they can be arrested and deported
for simply going to work and con-
tributing to America’s economy.

The campaign calls for reforms that
will: 1) reward work by giving all
hard working, tax paying immi-
grants, already in the U.S., the op-
portunity to earn legal status; 2)
insure that legal status can no
longer be a tool for employers to
intimidate workers who seek living
wages, affordable health care, and
respect at work; 3) allow workers to
stay united with their families as

Photo: Anne Farina

NFWM Press Conference in St. Louis, MO.
L-R: Juan Escarfuller, Archdiocesan Office of
Hispanic Ministry, Joan Suarez, UNITE, Dorothy
Gilles, St. Louis FLOC Support Committee,
Virginia Nesmith, NFWM Executive Director.

they earn legal status. ~

Sign enclosed Immigration Reform postcard
& return to NFWM in envelope provided.
Postcards will be presented en mass in Washington, D.C. this Fall.
If you would like additional postcards,
please contact the NFWM office.

United Farm Workers (UFW)

Strawberries Coastal Berry, LLC
Swanton Berry

Roses Armstrong, Meilland, Star Roses,
Jackson & Perkins (J&P)

Other Flowers and Nurseries
Robert Hall Inc., L E Cooke,

Wine, Champagne Anapamu,
Chateau St. Michelle, Columbia
Crest, North Star, St. Supery,
Saddle Mountain, Farron Ridge,
Gallo Estate, Marcelina, Dollarhide
Ranch, Charles Krug, Indigo Hills,
Rancho Zabaco, Turning Leaf,
Gallo of Sonoma, Scheid Vineyards
Inc., C.K. Mondavi, Snoqualmie

Apples Mann’s CA Apples,

Elwin R Mann

Dates Brown Date Garden

Vegetables Muranaka®, Balletto

Mushrooms Prime (East Coast),
Monterey**, Money’s** (**CA only)

Citrus (Lemons, Oranges, Grapefruit,

Tangerines) Sunkist*, Sunworld*,
Airdrome*, Big Jim*

Almonds Montpelier

Table Grapes Sunpower

*Only with the UFW Black Eagle

SuPPORT FARM WORKERS - LOOK FOR UNION PRODUCTS!

Farm workers under contract enjoy decent wages, benefits and working
conditions. When you purchase agricultural products, please help farm work-
ers maintain their hard-won victories in the fields by looking for these labels.

Farm Labor Organizing

Committee (FLOC)
Pickles Green Bay, Heinz, Aunt
Jane, Dean Foods (OH only)

Pineros y Campesinos
Unidos del Noroeste (PCUN)

Blueberries & Strawberries
Nature’s Fountain Farm

Chestnuts, Specialty Apples &
Pears Thomas Paine Farms

Organic Fruit & Vegetables
Moon Ridge Farms

Contact NFWM for updates on
boycott & union label products, and
for wallet size shopping guides.

PLEASE BOYCOTT:
Mt. Olive Pickles

Taco Bell
Pictsweet mushrooms &

frozen vegetables

NFWM POSITION AVAILABLE

IN SEATTLE, WA!
NFWM is seeking a community organizer to
educate and activate members of faith based
groups in support of farm worker organizing
and the United Farm Worker Fair Trade Apple
Campaign in Washington. Contact NFWM for
more information.

PLEASE REMEMBER NFWM
IN YOUR WILL

Please keep us in mind when you make or
update your will. Suggested wording: “I give,
devise and bequeath to the National Farm
Worker Ministry, 438 N. Skinker Blvd, St.
Louis, MO 63130 [here insert the nature of
your bequest: money, property, securities, etc.]
to be placed in its general fund and used to
provide for its ongoing work.” Thank you.

IF THIS IS YOUR
FIRST NEWSLETTER
Please use the enclosed envelope to indicate your
desire to be placed on our email or mailing list to
receive updates on farm worker activities.
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HARVEST OF JUSTICE TABLE PRAYERS
ORDERING DEADLINE EXTENDED!

PHONE or FAX IN YOUR ORDER
by 3:00 pm CST July 8th, 2002

Phone: 314-726-6470
Fax: 314-726-6427

Farm Worker Sabbath Worship Resource materials,
which can be used with Harvest of Justice,
are available at no cost.

Harvest of Justice is available in Spanish or English
at a cost of 15 cents each
(or whatever you are able to contribute).
Orders will be available for shipping late August.

Harvest of Justice brings us to-
gether - whether in a congregation,
a study group, or a family - to act

Harvest of Justice Table Prayers is an at-
tractive, colorful pamphlet with Farm
Worker Sabbath prayers and brief informa-
tion about the farm workers’ struggle for
justice and empowerment.

in solidarity with the hundreds of
thousands of farm workers who “set
our tables” and in communion with
one another around a shared hope

for justice.

To be used between the Canadian and American Thanksgiving holidays,
the 2002 version focuses on the issue of immigration.
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